(3) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2001-169401: 
"CONTROLLER FOR ELECTRIC CAR" 

The following is a brief description of the invention disclosed in this publication. 

Temperature information transmit means 7 in Figure 1 transmits temperature 
information obtained at temperature detection sensors 11 to 16 to a gate control circuit 9. The 
gate control circuit 9, which operates based on information about a specified current value and 
information about a rotation position sensor 8, receives the temperature information and 
performs gate control which amends the specified current value and restricts the current of 
three-phase inverters 1 to 6. 

It is assumed that a current keeps flowing between specific power devices (power 
device 1 and power device 6, for example) and the temperatures of those power devices increase. 
Since the temperatures are independently detected for the respective power devices and the 
information of threshold temperature increase is consolidated to the means 7, it is possible to 
judge whether the maximum temperature of the temperatures of the plurality of power devices 
has reached the threshold temperature. If the result reaches the threshold temperature, an 
overheat warning signal is transmitted to a gate control circuit (ECU) 9, whereby the ECU 
performs control to reduce an instruction current to the inverters. Consequently, the power 
devices can be protected no matter what power device experiences overincrease of temperature . 
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